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Back in April, Crime 
Stoppers made a des-
perate plea to East Koo-
tenay residents. Its 
l o n g - s t a n d i n g , 
hard-working board 
was burnt out. Without 
new volunteer board di-
rectors, the vital 
c r i m e - f i g h t i n g 
non-profit would col-
lapse.

Well, the East Koote-
nay sat up and paid at-
tention. 

“The community lis-
tened and read about 
what was about to hap-
pen to our long stand-
ing program,” said civil-
ian coordinator Eric 
Ausman. “Many, many 
citizens of the commu-
nity stepped up, re-
sponding and inquiring 
what they could do to 
ensure our program 
could continue, as they 
believed in the pro-
gram’s objective to 
make our community a 
safer community.”

Now, Crime Stop-
pers has a new board of 
directors.

“From those many 
responses, good citi-
zens stepped forward to 

champion the program 
and the past board 
voted to retract their let-
ter to dissolve the soci-
ety. The society is again 
in good order as a full 
board is now in place 
and registered under 
the BC Society Act,” said 
Ausman.

The new board con-
sists of: Dawn Simon, 
chair; Cecilia Teneese, 
vice chair; Theresa 
Neufeld, treasurer; Col-
leen Hedin, secretary; 
directors Lars Noack 
and Jim Kinsman; and 
members Len Sullivan, 
Barbara Jarrett and 
Karen McGregor.

Crime Stoppers is a 
community-based vol-
unteer organization, 
completely indepen-
dent of the RCMP.

It gives people the 
opportunity to anony-
mously provide infor-
mation that could help 
solve a crime. 

Without Crime Stop-
pers, most of those tips 
would never get to po-
lice, because many peo-
ple don’t feel safe 
talking directly to the 
RCMP.

Back from 
the brink

East Kootenay Crime 
Stoppers has experienced 
a revival just as it was on 
the verge of closing down

See EK , Page 3
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Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper announced last week 
he intends to prorogue parlia-
ment and deliver a new throne 
speech later this fall. The move 

has come under some scrutiny 
since the Harper Government 
chose to prorogue parliament 
in both 2008 and 2009. 

Kootenay-Columbia Mem-
ber of Parliament David Wilks 
said that prorogation of parlia-

ment is nothing out of the or-
dinary. 

“It’s not unusual for a ma-
jority government to prorogue 
halfway through their man-
date,” Wilks, who is a member 
of the Conservative party, 

said.  “That is normally be-
cause they fulfilled their obli-
gation in the first two years of 
completing what they wanted 
to get done.”
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The installation of a temporary work bridge (seen in the background of the photo above) has been completed, and the dem-
olition of the existing St. Mary’s Lake Outlet Bridge near St. Mary’s Lake is nearly complete. Pictured above is the final section 
of the old bridge girders being lifted out. The next phase of the project, being done by M. Johnston Construction Ltd., is to 
drive steel piles to build piers and abutments for the installation of the new bridge.

MP Wilks explains the prorogation

See WILKS, Page 3
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